Banrock Tour Explores Mokoan Wetland Regional Tourism Potential 

24th March 2006 

Opportunities to link regional tourism to the future Mokoan Wetland were explored during a tour of South Australia’s award winning Branrock Station wetlands this week.

On Monday a delegation of representatives from the Lake Mokoan Program were taken on a tour of the property, which includes 3400 acres of bushland and extensive wetlands.

DSE Regional Manager of Water and Biodiversity, Tony Long, said the visit highlighted the potential to create new opportunities for regional tourism through the Mokoan Wetland Restoration Project.

“Although there are significant differences between Banrock Station and Lake Mokoan, there are certainly opportunities to achieve similar environmental and economic benefits.”

Banrock Station’s woodlands and wetlands have been carefully restored to their natural state after a history of inappropriate watering regimes, removal of native vegetation and degradation of the natural habitat.

The re-introduction of natural wetting and drying cycles has spurred life, while the revegetation of native vegetation has reduced soil erosion and provided new habitats for native flora and fauna.

The tour was led by Wetlands Centre Manager, Tony Sharley, who joined Banrock Station in 1999, and has been instrumental in the restoration of the wetlands.

“The Banrock wetlands are one of a number of case studies currently being investigated as part of the Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Study, which is well advanced in developing a vision, strategy and plan for the future land use of the site,” Mr Long said.

“A key component of the study will be to recommend ongoing management of the Mokoan Wetlands to maximise community and environmental benefits.

“Banrock Station is recognised as one of the best projects in Australian for linking tourism to wetland restoration and management.”

Mr Long said rehabilitation of the Mokoan Wetlands was one of the biggest wetland restoration projects currently being undertaken in Australia.

“When you visit somewhere like Banrock Station, it really opens your eyes to the endless possibilities to improve the local environment, and create a new regional asset.”

The delegation consisted of eight members of the Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee including chair Sally Simson, Benalla Rural City Mayor, Cr John Brownstein, and representatives from DSE and Goulburn-Murray Water.

The Lake Mokoan Project is funded through the Victorian Government’s Our Water Our Future action plan to secure the state’s water future.

The project will generate 44,000 megalitres of water annually for environmental flows in the Snowy and Murray Rivers.

Mr Long said rehabilitating the Mokoan Wetlands will improve the health of the Broken and Lower Goulburn through increased natural flows.

“This is a showcase environmental project, which will over time result in the rehabilitation of the present lake into a healthy world class wetland of national significance,” he said.
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