Future Lake Mokoan Land Use Options Narrowed Down 

3rd April 2006 

The Benalla and district community will be given the opportunity to comment on refined options for the future land use of Lake Mokoan at two information sessions this month.

Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee Chair, Sally Simson, said residents are being invited to view further developed options for Lake Mokoan following its return to a natural wetland.

Community Information Sessions will be held on Tuesday, April 11 at the Lake Mokoan Yacht Club from 2 to 5 pm, and the Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) from 6 to 9 pm.

Ms Simson said a design workshop held in Benalla last week, which was attended by members of the steering committee and technical experts, had assisted the consultants to advance towards final options for the site.

“The completion of a number of additional studies, including surveys on ecological and archaeological values of the site, have provided the committee and consultants with enough detail to further refine the broad concepts and present them to the community,” she said.

“The community’s involvement in the study to this point has been extremely important in balancing local aspirations for the site against environmental, economic and other issues.

“I would again ask and encourage interested members of the community to attend one of the sessions to provide input into the development of the final options.”

Ms Simson said following community feedback, the steering committee would continue to work with Beca Consultants to finalise future land use options for the site before presenting its final recommendation to the State Government within the next few months.

The Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee is made up of community and Government representatives and was established in February 2005 to enable community input into the future of the Lake Mokoan site following its return to a natural wetland.

The study is being jointly managed by the Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) and the Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority (GBCMA) as part of the Lake Mokoan Project.

For further details about the study or to register your interest in attending the community information session, contact GBCMA executive officer Phil Stevenson on (03) 5761 1613.

Additional information about the Lake Mokoan Project is available at www.lakemokoan.com
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