Mokoan Committee Formed 

14th February 2005 

The Minister for Water and for the Environment, The Hon. John Thwaites, has appointed a steering committee to oversee the rehabilitation of Lake Mokoan.

Called the Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee, members recently met for the first time to discuss the future direction of the Lake Mokoan site.

Highly experienced members were appointed from a cross section of disciplines and with broad natural resource management backgrounds. 

The Project Management team includes Tony Long and Brett Spicer from the Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) and Phil Stevenson, Goulburn Broken CMA. Members of the Steering Committee include Sally Simson, Doug Bain, Mike Burston, Paul Dahlenberg, Charles Jones, Russell Ellis and Huw Davies – all of whom have collective professional experience and interest in the Lake Mokoan site.

Additional appointees include John Brownstein (Mayor) and Cr Lynn Tanner from Benalla Rural City; David Jeffery, Director Mokoan Project; Kevin Ritchie, Manager North East Region DSE; and Wayne Tennant, Manager Riverine Strategies Adaptive Research, Goulburn Broken CMA.

Members’ backgrounds include work on various natural resource management committees, landownership in the lake precinct, commercial interests adjacent to the lake environs, and involvement with local organisations including the CFA, Landcare and the VFF.

Their collective knowledge of the issues surrounding the decommissioning of Lake Mokoan gives them the background required to manage recommendations on the future use of the area.

In the first year the steering committee will develop a vision for future land use of the decommissioned lake site, in close consultation with the local community.

This is possibly the first time in Australian history where a lake of this size has been decommissioned and the process will create its’ own challenges for the steering committee.

Further information regarding the Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee can be obtained by calling Tony Long or Phil Stevenson on 5761 1611.
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