The Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee Will Continue To Develop Land Use Options

25th January 2006 

The Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee called an extraordinary meeting on January 24 in response to the termination of the Broken System Reliability Reference Committee last week.

The Chair of the Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee, Sally Simson, speaking on behalf of the committee members said “we were both shocked and disappointed with the disbanding of the committee representing irrigators on the Broken System”.

Members of the Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee see a major benefit in continuing with the process of community consultation in refinining options for the present Lake Mokoan site.  They see their role as very important in delivering land use options that are economically viable and are what the local and wider community want the wetland and outlying areas to look like.

At the present time the Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee is in the process of  overseeing the development of 3 options.  “the Committee will want to discuss these 3 options with the Minister for the Environment, John Thwaites, and seek assurance that the committee will stay in place to present the final preferred option”, said Sally Simson.  The committee will also ask that they be given enough time to thoroughly consult with the local and wider community in developing this very important final option for the use of the present Lake Mokoan site.
                                        
In the immediate future the members of the Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee have asked that their Chair and Deputy Chair meet with senior Department of Sustainability and Environment staff to clarify issues including the Department’s view of reliability of water to irrigators in the Broken System.

Press release ends.
For comments please contact Russell Ellis (Deputy Chair—Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee — 0427034629.

