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COMMUNITY WILL HELP GUIDE MOKOAN 
CHANGES 
 

The community will help plan the decommissioning and rehabilitation of Lake 
Mokoan and the maintenance of a secure water supply for irrigators, the Water 
Minister John Thwaites said today.  
 

Speaking at Lake Mokoan where he met members of the Save Lake Mokoan 
group, farmers and other stakeholders with the Member for Central Highlands 
Robert Mitchell, Mr Thwaites announced that two new committees would oversee 
the project. 
 

"This is a major water-saving initiative under the Government's Our Water Our 
Future action plan and it's vital the local community is involved," Mr Thwaites 
said. 
 

"The community will help in planning the decommissioning process, site 
rehabilitation and measures to maintain existing security of water supply for 
irrigators," Mr Thwaites said. 
 

The two committees will be: 
 

·  The Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee will develop a vision 
and strategy for rehabilitation of the lake area. This committee will consist of 
community and special interest representatives, the Department of Sustainability 
and Environment (DSE), Benalla Rural City Council, Goulburn-Broken CMA and 
Goulburn-Murray Water (G-MW), and; and. 
 

·  The Irrigator Reliability Advisory Committee, will ensure the existing reliability 
of water supply for irrigators in the Broken system is maintained. This committee 
will be made up of irrigators representatives.  
 

Mr Mitchell said the steering committee, with advice from the broader community, 
would help develop a plan to rehabilitate the Lake Mokoan site. 
 

"This will become a major environmental asset for the region, providing 
ecological, recreational, tourism and economic benefits," Mr Mitchell said.  
 

"The irrigator advisory committee will work with the project team to develop a set 
of cost effective offset measures before decommissioning Lake Mokoan."  
 

Mr Thwaites said nominations for both committees would be called for shortly 
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through a public process including newspaper advertisements. 
 

"Preliminary discussions have been held with Broken system irrigators and the 
Victorian Farmers Federation regarding the existing reliability of supply and how 
planned measures for maintaining existing reliability of supply can be further 
developed," Mr Thwaites said. 
 


