Community Shares Its Ideas and Aspirations for Mokoan

8th August 2005 

Members of the local community have presented their ideas and aspirations for the future land use of the Lake Mokoan site at information sessions held in Benalla this week.

Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee and the Beca consultants’ team conducted two open community information sessions at the Department of Sustainability & Environment (DSE) Regional Office, Benalla, on Thursday, August 4.

As part of the consultation process, consultants also met separately with key stakeholder representatives who included landowners, representatives from local government, government agencies, interest groups and individuals.

Committee Chair, Sally Simson, said the informal sessions gave the community a good understanding as well as the opportunity to provide input into future land use options with consultants as part of the Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Study.

“The sessions were the first stage of a comprehensive community consultation program, which will ensure local ideas and knowledge are taken into consideration as part of the study,” she said.

“Both the committee and the consultants were extremely pleased with the range of ideas and knowledge which were presented during the sessions,” Ms Simson said.

“We have become increasingly aware that the broader community is extremely keen to capitalise on the opportunities which will present themselves as the lake is returned to a wetland system.”

Ms Simson said additional community information sessions and workshops would be held during the next eight months to continually involve the community in the progress and provide further opportunities for input into the study which is expected to be completed in April next year.

The Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee was established in February this year to oversee the future use of the Lake Mokoan site following the Government’s decision to decommission the lake.

The Lake Mokoan Program is part of the State Government’s Our Water Our Future whitepaper initiative.

Residents who were unable to attend the session but would like to provide input at the initial stage of the study can contact the Beca consultants, Lisa Arup, on (03) 9867 6807.
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