Indigenous Archaeological Survey Records Mokoan Cultural Heritage Values

2nd January 2006 


Survey Team: David Rhodes (consultant, Heritage Insight), Russell Ellis (Deputy Chairperson, Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee), Kel Atkinson, Anthony Lee (GM-W), Allan Murray (Cultural Heritage Officer) and Ernie Innes. 

A preliminary archaeological survey at Lake Mokoan has recorded significant historical and indigenous cultural heritage values at the site.

Field investigations were finalised this week using a sampling strategy to assess the potential for cultural heritage values.

Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee, Deputy Chairman, Russell Ellis, who participated in the four-day survey, said that with the help of local indigenous communities, consultants were able to validate the location of known indigenous sites and also identify new archaeological values.

“The preliminary survey was extremely successful and has identified significant indigenous values within the Mokoan study area,” Mr Ellis said.

The survey, which was undertaken by consultants Heritage Insight, is part of the Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Project.

Mr Ellis said the consultant’s draft report will be presented to indigenous communities and the committee for comment later this month.

“Much of the Mokoan site has not previously been the subject of a formal survey, so we now have a greater understanding of the indigenous heritage values which exist.”

The protection of Aboriginal heritage sites is an important part of the Mokoan Wetlands Rehabilitation Program.

During the survey, a number of indigenous relics were discovered, which will help record in more detail early indigenous use of the wetlands.

Mr Ellis said the committee, which is made up of both government and community representatives, would continue to consult with indigenous communities as the final future land use plan for the site is finalised.

The Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee was established in February 2005 to advise on the future use of the Mokoan site following the Government’s decision to return the lake to a natural wetland environment.

Five concepts for the future land use of the Mokoan site following its rehabilitation to a natural wetland were presented at community information sessions at Benalla in November. The committee is consulting widely with the local community and will deliver its final recommendation in mid 2006.

The Lake Mokoan Program is part of the State Government’s Our Water Our Future action plan.
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