Public to Comment on Lake Mokoan Land Use Options

3rd November 2005 

A decision on the future land use of the Lake Mokoan site when it is returned to its natural state is one step closer after the delivery of a stage one report.

At its October meeting the Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee adopted Beca Consultants’ stage one report, which provides a summary of opportunities and constraints for future use of the site.

According to Future Land Use Committee Chair, Sally Simson, the report provides the foundation for the development of six to eight preliminary future land use options, which will be released for community consultation and input this month.

“Most importantly, the stage one report spells out the key issues, opportunities and constraints arising from the community information sessions and specialist discussion papers,” Ms Simson said.

“The steering committee will now work with Beca Consultants to balance the diverse range of community aspirations for the site, including the restoration of the Winton Wetlands.”

Potential opportunities listed in the stage one report include the development of facilities at the Winton Wetlands to foster research and educational activities, boardwalks and interpretive signs to promote Aboriginal cultural heritage features, and a bicycle trail to connect Benalla, Glenrowan and Wangaratta.

Other potential land uses suggested by the public during the consultation process included agriculture, forestry and recreational opportunities.

Ms Simson said the six to eight preliminary land use options would be delivered by Beca on November 8, and a community information session to discuss the preliminary land use options would be held on Tuesday, November 22 at the Benalla Regional Office of the Department of Sustainability & Environment (DSE).

The Future Land Use Committee will then refine the options to two or three recommendations before the end of the year, with the final preferred option to be decided by April next year.

Ms Simson said a comprehensive consultation program had been established to continually involve the community and provide further opportunities for input into the future land use plan.

“With the input of the community we will continue to develop a future land use plan for the land currently covered by Lake Mokoan. The plan will take into consideration local aspirations as well as environmental, financial and planning issues.”

The Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Steering Committee is made up of community and Government representatives.

It was established in February this year to enable community input into the future of the Lake Mokoan site following the State Government’s decision to return the site to a wetland.

The Lake Mokoan Future Land Use Plan, which is a part of the State Government’s Our Water Our Future initiative, is being jointly managed by DSE and the Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority (GBMCA).

For further details about the study or to register your interest in attending the community information session, contact GBCMA executive officer Phil Stevenson on (03) 5761 1613.
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